Application No. 



Applicant(s) 



Notice of Allowability 



10/053,256 



WANG ET AL. 



Examiner 



Art Unit 



DUNG ALE 



2818 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Examiner's Amendment. 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 
CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Attorney M. Matthews on Oct 15, 2003. The Applicants have been amended as 
follows: 

In claim 1 , change " e) forming a second mask exposing a portion of the source 
regions;" to - e) forming a second mask exposing a portion of the source regions and 
covering a top surface of the gates; - - 

In claim 5, change " b) forming a second mask exposing a portion of the source 
regions;" to - b) forming a second mask exposing a portion of the source regions and 
covering a top surface of the gates; - - 

Response to Amendment 

This Office Action is in response to Amendment filed on 8/14/2003. 
Claims 1 , 4 and 5 have been amended. 

Claims 1-7 are pending in the present application at the time of examination 
Remark of Applicants has been considered. 
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Reason for allowance 

Claims 1- 7 are allowed. The following is an examiner's statement of reason for 
allowance: None of the references of record teaches or suggests the claimed a method of 
manufacturing a flash memory Electrically- Erasable Programmable Read-Only Memory 
(EEPROM) device having a lightly-doped source region near the critical gate region and 
a heavily-doped source region away from the critical gate region wherein the lateral 
diffusion of source dopants is decreased and having low Vss resistance, and wherein the 
EEPROM includes a multitude of field effect transistor memory cells each having a 
source, a drain, a floating gate, a control gate and a substrate, the method comprising: 
having the step of removing the second source mask and among other steps/limitations as 
claimed in independent claims 1 and 7. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance". 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dung A. Le whose telephone number is 703-306-5797. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00am-5: 30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Nelms can be reached on 703-308-4910. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for 
regular communications and (703) 872-9306 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. _ 



Oatfid Nelms 
Supervisory Patent Examine* 
Technology Center 2800 




Dung A. Le 



Examiner. 




